Application Serial No. 09/501,017 Docket No. 1232-4612 

Amendment Dated March 14, 2005 

Reply to Final Office Action of January 25, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

Claims 1-12 and 16 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 5, 9 and 16 are 
independent. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a detecting part which detects, in an inputted image signal, a high-luminance 
portion that exceeds a predetermined value; 

a pattern generating part which generates a control signal, which has a pr e scrib e d 
wav e form which two dim e nsionally spr e ads from a c e nt e r of th e high luminance portion to the 
periph e ry in both a horizontal and a v e rtical dir e ction and is d e fin e d in such a way that a 
suppr e ssion is r e duc e d from th e d e t e cted high luminanc e portion toward a p e riph e ry of the 
det e ct e d high - luminanc e portion, in d e p e nd e nc e upon th e d e t e ction mad e by said d e tecting part 
two dimensional pattern according to the detection made by said detecting part, the pattern 
spreading two-dimensionally from a center of the detected high-luminance portion to the 
periphery in both a horizontal direction and a vertical direction and having suppression 
characteristics that a suppression level is reduced from the high-luminance portion toward a 
periphery of the high-luminance portion ; 

a separating part which separates a color signal from the image signal; and 
a suppression part which suppresses the separated color signal in a prescribed 
two-dimensional area including the detected high-luminance portion to both the horizontal 
direction and the vertical direction on the image by the control signal two dimensional pattern . 
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2 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a first storage part which stores an output from said detecting part, wherein said 
generating part generates the control signal in dep e nd e nc e upon two dimensional pattern 
according to an output from said first storage part; and 

a second storage part which stores this control signal pattern , wherein said 
suppression part suppresses the color signal using the control signal pattern read out of said 
second storage part. 

3 (PRESENTLY PRESENTED): The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the image 
signal is a signal of an image captured by image sensing part, and said detecting part detects a 
saturated portion of said image sensing part as the high-luminance portion. 

4 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the control 
signal two dimensional pattern has a wav e form for obtaining a the suppression characteristic in 
which gain of the color signal is made zero in the high-luminance portion and suppression is 
reduced with distance from the high-luminance portion toward the periphery thereof and is 
eliminated at a location beyond a predetermined distance from the high-luminance portion. 

5 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): An image processing method comprising: 

detecting, in an inputted image signal, a high-luminance portion that exceeds a 
predetermined value; 

generating a control signal, which has a proscribed waveform which two 
dim e nsionally spreads from a c e nt e r of th e high luminanc e portion to th e periph e ry in both a 
horizontal and a v e rtical dir e ction and is d e fin e d in such a way that a suppr e ssion is r e duc e d 
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from th e d e tect e d high luminanc e portion toward th e p e riph e ry of th e det e ct e d high luminance 
porting in d e p e nd e nc e upon th e d e t e ction mad e bv said d e t e cting two dimensional pattern 
according to the detection made in said detecting processing, the pattern spreading two- 
dimensionally from a center of the detected high-luminance portion to the periphery in both a 
horizontal direction and a vertical direction and having suppression characteristics that a 
suppression level is reduced from the high-luminance portion toward a periphery of the high- 
luminance portion ; 

separating a color signal from the image signal; and 
suppressing the separated color signal in a prescribed two-dimensional area 
including the detected high-luminance portion to both the horizontal direction and the vertical 
direction on the image by the control signal two dimensional pattern . 

6 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method according to claim 5, further comprising: 

first storing the detected high-luminance portion, wherein said generating step 
generates the control signal two dimensional pattern in dependence upon this stored high- 
luminance portion; and 

second storing this control signal two dimensional pattern , wherein said 
suppression step suppresses the color signal upon reading out the stored control signal two 
dimensional pattern . 

7 (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED): The method according to claim 5, wherein the image signal 
is a signal of an image captured by an image sensing part, and said detecting step detects a 
saturated portion of said image sensing part as the high-luminance portion. 
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8 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method according to claim 5, wherein the control 
signal has a wav e form for obtaining a two dimensional pattern has the suppression characteristic 
in which gain of the color signal is made zero in the high-luminance portion and suppression is 
reduced with distance from the high-luminance portion toward the periphery thereof and is 
eliminated at a location beyond a predetermined distance from the high-luminance portion. 

9 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): A computer-readable storage medium storing a program for 
executing: 

detection processing for detecting, in an inputted image signal, a high-luminance 
portion that exceeds a predetermined value; 

generation processing for generating a control signal, which has a pr e scrib e d 
waveform which two dimensionally spreads from a c e nt e r of th e high luminanc e portion to th e 
p e riph e ry in both a horizontal and a v e rtical direction and is d e fin e d in such a way that a 
suppression is r e duc e d from th e d e t e ct e d high - luminance portion toward a p e riph e ry of th e 
d e t e ct e d high luminanc e portion, in dep e ndenc e upon the d e t e ction mad e by said d e t e cting 
proc e ssing two dimensional pattern according to the detection in said detection processing, the 
pattern spreading two-dimensionally from a center of the detected high-luminance portion to the 
periphery in both a horizontal direction and a vertical direction and having suppression 
characteristics that a suppression level is reduced from the high-luminance portion toward a 
periphery of the high-luminance portion ; 

separation processing for separating a color signal from the image signal; and 



903272 vl 



5 



Application Serial No. 09/501,017 Docket No. 1232-4612 

Amendment Dated March 14, 2005 

Reply to Final Office Action of January 25, 2005 

suppression processing for suppressing the separated color signal in a prescribed 
two-dimensional area including the detected high-luminance portion to both the horizontal 
direction and the vertical direction on the image by the control signal two dimensional pattern . 

10 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The storage medium according to claim 9, said storage 
medium further storing: 

a program for executing processing for storing the detected high-luminance 
portion, wherein said generating processing generates the control signal in d e p e ndence upon this 
stored high luminanc e portion two dimensional pattern according to the detection made in said 
detecting processing ; and 

a program for executing processing for storing this control signal two dimensional 
pattern, wherein said suppression processing suppresses the color signal upon reading out the 
stored control signal two dimensional pattern . 

1 1 (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED): The storage medium according to claim 9, wherein the 
image signal is a signal of an image captured by an image sensing part, and said detecting 
processing detects a saturated portion of said image sensing part as the high-luminance portion. 

12 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The storage medium according to claim 9, wherein the 
control signal has a wav e form for obtaining a two dimensional pattern has the suppression 
characteristic in which gain of the color signal is made zero in the high-luminance portion and 
suppression is reduced with distance from the high-luminance portion toward the periphery 
thereof and is eliminated at a location beyond a predetermined distance from the high-luminance 
portion. 
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13-16 (CANCELLED). 
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